1833
ROME
343
Homo. We were surprised to hear that the reason Bonaparte did not (as he wished) make, Paris tho seat of tho Popedom was that ho found the Romish axxthoritios coxild not act out of Home. I am a groat believer in the existence of (/miii locorum. Homo has had one character for 2,500 years ; of late centuries the Christian Church has been the instrument by which it has acted—it is its slave. Tho day will come when the captive will be sot free ; but how a distinction is to bo drawn between two powers, spiritual and devilish, which are BO strangely united, is as much boy on d our imagination as it was beyond 1.110 power of the servants in the parable- to pxill up the tares from the wheat; but that it ia incomprehensible is no objection to tho notion of God's doing it. Indeed, the more I have seen of Koine the more wonderful I have thought that parable, as if it had a directly prophetic character which was fulfilled in. the Papacy. To tho abovo may bo added, as affording thought to the Christian mind, the remarkable confidence of the Romans in their safety—their accitritas. They think nothing 'can harm Homo. When the insurgents two years since wore at their gates, they were not at all excited. They said nothing could harm Homo, and went on. just as usual—it is a certain insensibility to fear. This in notuuliko tho temper which may have existed in. Babylon, though in individuals very likely there is much piety in it. Indeed, I am very far from thinking there are not many good men among them. I like the look of a great many of their priests-—there is such simplicity, gentleness and innocence among the monks : Icp.xi.to love them; but 1' fear their system must cripple their r/0os.
Does it not seem strange that I who have been sxxch a keeper at home should now bo wandering among a people whoso language I do not understand ? And yet it seems to come natural to QUO, HO soon is tho mind habituated to eir-cunmtanees. Though I should have liked a companion I am not unwilling to rovo by myself. Bad times are coming, and, no one can tell whether one may not have to travel as Wesley and Whitfiekl. Harriott says you have boon inquiring after my book. It will make its appearance- next October as an independent work. 1 shall re-write nearly a third, of it. I think this will be a great improvement, though I rather dread tho labour. I am very well, thank God, and though I never (doubtless) shall be in strong health, vet I trust this expedition will set me up. I think I wish nothing else than to spend, my strength, \vhatover it is, ia God's service, and I suppose I shall states the same doctrine irt a so-ea.1 loci prophecy which remains, of tho aeries of Popon -to their termination.    With the authenticity of this document I am rx.ot concerned, much loss with its inspired character (though,  it is remarkable that tho list hold (^xortioitti of «ur fjrt»at unt*my ttpiin*t H rot von (who iu»w tak« a nums crafty way) ; it wiwuti witablinlwnwit »t* iuij»!oty. The Colutcnun in quitt* a Towin- of ttat*l ; this w but ewo of a viwt immbar «f huildiugs whtt*!t n.«toninh o»f>, Tlww wh«»n you go into thu mufitmmts &<?,, you g«t into a apcmul world, , . . Th« of stotuitry U endteai and quite ouclmnting. Thuu have no chaK
